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INTRODUCTION

Good afternoon delegates, and welcome to

this year’s iteration of SouthMUNC’s

SOCHUM committee. The issue that I

present to you in this text should NOT be

taken lightly. Many of us these days depend

on the news for our daily source of

information, but what happens in the

backroom is of no use to us. However, this

mindset does not apply to us. We care about

the struggles, the fights, and the

punishments that all journalists have to face

to ensure that their freedom of press is acted

upon.

Persecution can be defined as the act of

hostility and ill-treatment, primarily because

of race or political or religious beliefs

towards a particular person or a group of

people. In this case, the main problem that

many nations are focusing on is the impacts

of Persecution of Journalists on their country

as well as other neighboring countries. The

main controversy that led to this problem

was the rights involving the freedom of

expression in journalists. Even today, there

are about 5 journalists killed each day in

various nations just because they are giving

the public information that they deserve.

Attacks on these journalists range from

murder, abductions, harassment,

intimidation, illegal arrest, and arbitrary

detention, all dehumanizing acts. Apart

from that, many organizations have been

made in order to protect these rights of some

Canadian journalists, for example. This is

seen in the Canadian Journalists for Free

Expression(CJFE), which was established in

1981, and parented initially by the Centre

for Investigative Journalism (CIJ) (now the

Canadian Association of Journalists). In

1984 the group's name was changed to the

Canadian Committee to Protect Journalists.
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Then in 1998 it became Canadian Journalists

for Free Expression..

From 1979 to 1981, some 150 journalists

had been killed or disappeared while in the

custody of security forces in the region.

Moved to action by this violence against

their southern counterparts, more large

bodies agreed to form a special committee to

campaign against the kidnapping as well as

persecution of these journalists. This topic

also raises the question of moderating

censorship and dealing with the question

regarding the freedoms of the press in

various nations in which this issue is

prominent, such as Vietnam and Venezuela.

More Information will follow.

MORE BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Many people have the notion that a

journalist’s job consists solely of writing.

The truth of the matter is that a journalist's

work includes going to great lengths to

gather his or her information, often traveling

to authoritarian nations that do not grant

such freedom of speech. For instance, from

2012 to 2016, over 500 journalists were

killed, a substantial increase from the 316

killed from 2007-2011.

Journalists, the frontline of public

information and investigation, are facing

increasing prospects of murder,

imprisonment, and disappearance. Since

2009, more than 700 journalists and media

analysts have been murdered wrongfully.

Another critical element to understand is

that these casualties are not just

repercussions of war crimes. Rather, the

victims are the common men: the local

journalists, the local media analysts, and

those who fight for the right to free speech.

10 years ago, the Arab Spring, a significant

event which reflected the vision for free
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speech and democracy, served to be a joyous

occasion in which the Internet-based citizen

journalism prevailed over certain oppressive

state censorship; however, in 2018, those

same journalists who function in these open

media environments have been forced to risk

their lives to do the right thing. Perceiving to

be the solution to such traditional state

censorship, the Internet was regarded

heavily to be the move going forward.

However, several oppressive governments

have been waging such censorship and

propaganda online, and are succeeding in

their efforts. Infact, the international

community has seen a growth of disregard

for the truth, as free media environments are

faced with heavy governmental intervention.

The task of us as SOCHUM delegates is

simple: we must not only draft a resolution,

but draft a means of enforcement. I warn

you that this is a challenging task to

complete. You must be aware of each

individual country’s policy and individual

freedoms endowed in various countries. I

leave you with a plethora of case studies as

well as recent and historical developments

that can help YOU, and help these

journalists.

Good luck delegates.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS

To understand the multifacetedness of this

issue, we must take a step back from the

present and travel back to the year 1942,

when World War II was a prominent concern

for many. Potent powers such as slavery,

imprisonment, and torture on prisoners of

war and civilians based on their race,

religion, and political beliefs were

underway. Through such processes, the

global conception of human rights

protection services had been warped. In the

past, the UN, along with other regional

bodies and specialized agencies, did develop
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a framework that developed a humane

understanding of prisoners’ rights. However,

none of these rules were legally binding,

negating their effect.

Fast forward 7 years, and you will find

yourself at the Third Geneva Convention.

The primary goals of this convention was to

create a treaty that outlined the basic human

rights of prisoners of war. The following

were defined as inhumane actions :

““violence to life and person, in particular

murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel

treatment; outrages upon personal dignity, in

particular, humiliating and degrading

treatment; [and] the passing of sentences and

the carrying out of executions without

previous judgment.” This treaty also placed

the burden of protecting POW’s (Prisoners

of war) to the Detaining Power, or in other

words, the nation that imprisoned the

individual POW’s.

Fast-forward to 1955, and it seems like we

have some progress. The UN Standard

Minimum Rules for the Treatment of

Prisoners was adapted by the First UN

congress for the sole purpose of preventing

crime and treatment of offenders (prisoners,

journalists, etc.). This document HAS been

revised in 2015, called the “Mandela Rules”.

These rules are the most important historical

basis on which to guide your research, as

these rules covered a detained person’s basic

rights (e.g. separate facilities for untried and

convicted persons), file management,

accommodations, health care services,

discipline, and other aspects of life in a

correctional facility. Other treaties in both

1988 and 1990 have been made as well, but

they all have been extensions of the primary

“Mandela Rules”. Transitioning from our

Historical Background, it’s time that we

understand the individual punishments that
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journalists face and how those actions

impact journalists around the world.

SPECIFIC ACTION

Torture

Although many countries (159 to be exact)

have ratified the 1987 UN Convention

Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the

use of torture to punish several journalists is

still widespread. Nations like Syria are

notorious for torturing their destabilized,

war-torn citizens and political dissidents.

What's more, global leaders such as the

United States and China have also been

known to torture detained people under the

guise of unethical interrogation mechanisms

or secret, classified meetings. In the past,

mechanisms such as the use of hoods,

restraints and gas on minors all were used

against journalists, according to U.N special

rapporteur on Torture Juan Mendez. Many

reporters have been detained and beat up or

strapped into a chair against their will,

half-naked.

Resource Shortage

Correctional facilities worldwide face a

stark resource shortage that simply violates

the dignity of detainees. The International

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

President Peter Maurer once said that in

2014, “many of the challenges in detention

can be traced back to a simple failure to

keep prisons and prison systems in step with

the modern world. This is also reflected in

outdated legislation, practices, buildings,

which all lead to resource shortages,

including the infamous food shortage in

2010 in Libyan prisons. This facet is a little

less gruesome, but important nonetheless, as

many prisons and facicilies are getting

overcrowded with detainees. In fact, in the

United Kingdom, 22 prison systems hold

higher than their maximum capacity, while
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another 28 countries are operating at

between 150% to 200% capacity. This

overcrowding leads to a lack of resources in

sanitation, health care, substance

dependence treatment programs and mental

health treatment, all vital resources that

hinder the growth of these prisoners.

Solitary Confinement

In the year 2011, the Special Rapporteur on

Tortue told SOCHUIM that solitary

confinement, the practice in which an

inmate is held in physical and social

isolation for a prolonged period of time for

each day, is a widespread mechanism to this

date. Although this approach faces heavy

backlash, many countries still make regular

use of long-term confinement. Currently,

many correctional facilities dismiss the point

of prolonged solitary confinement by

arguing that they lack adequate bed space, or

any other essential resources to provide

shelter for all detained people, or that people

with certain diseases (such as HIV) should

be quarantined and isolated from the others.

However, prolonged solitary confinement is

NOT the answer. It is up to us as SOCHUM

delegates to make sure that this action is no

longer continued.

RELEVANT COUNTRY ACTION

Venezuela

Venezuela is notorious for censorship of

journalists, ranking 147th of 180 nations.

Although freedom of the press is protected

under Venezuela's constitution, several

Venezuelan-born journalists fled the country

in 2018 due to physical threats and dangers.

This cruelty is not exclusive to domestic

journalists: U.S. bred journalist Cody

Weddle was detained and implored by

Venezuelan security officials to voice his

support for President Nicolas Maduro.

Situations as such have sparked protests
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throughout the South American country, the

most recent of such being in 2017. These

protests were met with harsh reactions from

the police and citizens alike. During these

protests, reporters were robbed, assaulted,

stoned, and threatened. In the later stages of

the protest, reporters were even shot.

Furthermore, in 2019, Venezuela faced what

is now known as the 2019 Presidential

Crisis. During this time, over 20 journalists

were detained to point out the flaws in

election practices. Delegates must ask

themselves how they can implore leaders not

to prosecute journalists when that is likely

why they are in office in the first place.

North Korea

North Korea is infamous for its lack of

freedom of speech. Organizations such as

“Freedom House” and “Reporters Without

Borders” consistently rank North Korea

among the worst in the world when it comes

to freedom of the press. This nation has no

legal infrastructure to protect journalists. In

2009, North Korea detained two American

journalists and sentenced them to twelve

years of labor before pardoning them

following a visit by the 42nd president of the

United States of America, Bill Clinton.

Delegates must grapple with this issue and

ask themselves how they can manage

authoritarian regimes such as North Korea.

Syria

The current Syrian civil war has wreaked

havoc on countless innocent lives, including

those of journalists. Specifically, regarding

general freedom of the press and media, the

situation in Syria has steadily worsened

since 2011. According to the 2020 World

Press Freedom Index by Reporters without

Borders (RSF), Syria is ranked 174 of 180

with only Vietnam, Djibouti, China, Eritrea,

Turkmenistan, and North Korea creating

worse conditions for journalists.

Additionally, though the number of
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journalists killed since 2019 has declined,

Syria is still the second deadliest country for

journalists as of December 13, 2019, with 3

journalists killed in 2020 so far. However,

killings are not the only measure of reprisal.

All parties to the Syrian conflict continue to

detain and threaten journalists (including

those outside the country such as Sam

Alebrahim and Hamberfan Kosah), to

suspend their credentials, and to restrict

internet access as well as censor reports. To

date, nine journalists in Syria are still

missing, most of them since 2012. Another

form of reprisal was recently used by the

Syrian government when it launched, with

the help of a pro-government journalist, a

sexist hate-campaign against Idlib journalist

Merna Alhasan. The Syrian government is

not alone in committing crimes against

journalists, as Hayat Tahrir al-Sham recently

engaged in attacking and detaining

journalists. Ongoing conflict in Northwest

Syria has also created threats for journalists,

and four journalists embedded in the

government army were injured during an

SNA attack in Aleppo in February. Since

November 2019 four journalists in Syria

have died in crossfire with reports about

their identities and circumstances of death

being immediately spread by colleagues and

employers on different networks worldwide.

One could say that dying in crossfire, is an

occupational risk when reporting from a

conflict area and that it does not constitute a

crime. However, journalists in conflicts are

protected under international humanitarian

law (IHL). Breaches of these norms by the

parties to the conflict consequently do

constitute crimes and therefore require

thorough investigation and accountability

for the perpetrators.
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China

China’s role in the persecution of journalists

is unique in that they do not torture

individual journalists, they instead place

large amounts in jail. In fact, in 2019, China

imprisoned more journalists than any other

nation, including North Korea. China

persecuted domestic and international

journalists alike. This situation has only

worsened due to the novel coronavirus;

journalist Zhang Zhan, was sentenced to

4-years in prison for reporting on

COVID-19. Zhang was the first journalist to

be detained for reporting on the coronavirus,

but she wasn’t the last. Over the past year,

over 47 journalists have been arrested for

reporting this pandemic. Although a

reputable and developed country, China

ranks fourth to last on the World Press

Freedom Index, only 7 points higher than

North Korea.

India

India has the legal infrastructure to protect

freedom of the press. However, in recent

years, journalists have faced violent threats

when criticizing a particular political party.

Moreover, between 2014 and 2019, over 40

journalists were killed. This has resulted in

India ranking 142 out of 180 nations in the

Press Freedom Index. Finally, not one year

ago, in 2020 Media One TV covered what is

known as mob attacks on Muslims in New

Delhi. The government subsequently

decided to shut the channel down without

warning for 48 hours, hiding under a

“technical difficulty”. Delegates must ask

themselves how they can attack this issue

from a technological standpoint, seeing as

most of the information distributed is via

television or the internet.

United States of America

As many of you know, the First Amendment

of the Constitution of the United States of
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America protects the freedom of the press.

This legislature was adopted in 1791, but it

is more relevant than ever today. However,

former president Donald J. Trump was one

of the biggest underminers of the media,

constantly referring to the news as “fake”

and praising those who assault the media.

Although the 45th president has not

persecuted any journalists, his constant

undercutting of the media has prompted

countless threats towards our journalists.

Delegates should use this example to ask

themselves how they as delegates can handle

leaders who undermine the media.

Norway

Similarly to the United States, Norway has

its own constitution, which protects the

rights and freedoms of journalists.

Consequently, Norway consistently ranks

number one on the world press freedom

index. Despite ranking number one in the

world, the government is still making efforts

to better their treatment of journalists by

conducting an in-depth review of the

nation’s freedom of speech laws, specifically

the journalist’s safety and the line between

free speech and threats. In this report, it was

noted that threats towards members of the

government and harassment were common.

This begs the question: is there such a thing

as too much free speech? Where do you, as

delegates, draw the line? What is Norway

doing which makes it rank so high for press

freedom over and over again?

Pakistan

There is a legal infrastructure to protect

journalists in Pakistan, as stated in the

nation’s constitutional amendments. That

being said, malice against journalists in

Pakistan still reaches unprecedented levels,

ranking this nation as 145th on the World

Press Freedom Index. Pakistan has faced

large amounts of criticism for censoring the

press; just two years ago, Pakistan
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suspended various channels ranging from

Abb Takk News to Capital TV for sharing

the opposition’s views on their program.

Various organizations, namely Reporters

Without Borders and Council of Pakistan

Newspaper Editors, have condemned the

Pakistani government.

Russia

Russia has a media which is riddled with

propaganda and misinformation. Persecution

of journalists in Russia is not a new

phenomenon, it is one which has been taking

place since the 1990s. However, in 2009, the

International Federation of Journalists

conducted a rigorous investigation which

revealed the deaths of over 300 journalists.

Subsequently, the non-governmental

organization, the Committee to Protect

Journalists concluded that Russia was one of

the most dangerous countries in the world in

regards to the persecution of journalists,

ranking only above North Korea and Syria.

Many of these deaths can be attributed to the

authoritarian regime of Yeltsin, which was

continued by the current president of Russia,

Vladimir Putin. It should be noted that a lot

of the deaths in Russia are not illegal. A

significant portion (~20%) are death by trial,

meaning that these executions fit within

Russia’s legal infrastructure. As for the

illegal deaths, Russia has been criticized for

failure to take action against these cases.

Reporters Without Borders was one of the

most prominent advocates for Russia’s

investigation of these murders. Critics also

pointed out that the bulk of those murdered

were opposed to the ideologies of Vladmir

Putin. A multitude of journalists were killed

under present leader Putin. The deaths of

Timur Kuashev, Akhmednabi

Akhmednabiyev, and Maksin Borodin

garnered international attention. Journalists

also suffered casualties when reporting on

conflicts, most notably the 1st and 2nd
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Chechen war, where reporters were both

intentionally and unintentionally murdered.

The situation in Russia is one of the most

intricate in the world. Delegates must find a

way to alleviate this issue whilst respecting

Russia’s sovereignty, while keeping

independent sovereignty of other nations in

mind.

COMMITTEE GOALS

The Third Committee of the United Nations

General Assembly, Social, Cultural, and

Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM)

focuses on humanitarian and social issues

ranging from women’s rights to what we

will be focusing on today, the persecution of

journalists. Furthermore, national

sovereignty is chief, especially in a topic

like this. Delegates must find a way to

implement their solutions without infringing

on a government’s right to govern their own

country. It is essential that we keep in mind

individual political action. Each nation

differs in what certain journalists can and

cannot publish. A recent development has

been seen in ethnicity as well, as seen in

examples in India. Muslim journalists are

facing more extensive backlash in their

efforts just because of their religion, leading

all of us to worry about a larger ethnic war

between regional bodies.

CONCLUSION

This brief aims to inform you of some

current actions being taken against various

journalists around the world, as well as the

multifacetedness of this issue. It is up to you

to find solutions that can attack this problem

from both the short term and the long term.

It is up to you to respect national

sovereignty while ensuring that our

fundamental human rights aren’t violated.

The Best Delegates are those who are able

to come up with comprehensive solutions

that incorporate each aspect of the issue,

lead collaborative efforts to draft creative
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resolutions, and speak in a formal,

passionate manner. For the country policies

that have been mentioned, Delegates are

expected to extreanours research on their

policies for committee.

Good luck delegates; the world’s journalists

are counting on you.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

● How can we as the U.N. attempt to solve

the persecution of domestic journalists

without infringing on national

sovereignty?

● How can you incentivize leaders and

governments which rely on propaganda

to allow the media to be more accurate

and fair?

● How can you be of assistance to

journalists who flee oppressive countries

seeking refuge?

● How can you reprimand countries for

exploiting journalists whilst staying

within the limitations of SOCHUM?

● How can you strike a balance in the

debate of free speech for journalists?

● How can you decrease the prominence

of political factors in the persecution of

these journalists?

● How can you effectively take past

solutions and modify them to work in

the present situation today?

● How can you strike a balance between

long term and short terms solutions?


